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WHO IS HSI? 
 

• DRUG TRAFFICKING 
 

• TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

• COUNTERPROLIFERATION 
 

• NATIONAL SECURITY 
 

• CUSTOMS/TRADE 
 

• HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
 

• CHILD EXPLOITATION 
 

• CYBERCRIMES 
 
 



HSI: SPECIALIZED TEAMS 

• VICTIM IDENTIFICATION 

• UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS 

• OPEN SOURCE INTELLIGENCE 

• DATA COLLECTION 

• COLLABORATION 

• PROACTIVE VS REACTIVE 

• SOPHISTICATED TARGETS 

• THE DARK WEB 

 



WHAT IS TOR? 

• “NOTHING BUT NET” 

• ORGINALLY DEVELOPED BY THE US NAVY 

• NOW A NON-PROFIT ORG 

• THERE ARE LEGITIMATE USES FOR TOR 



THE DARK WEB:  
CONNECTING 



THE DARK WEB:  
WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE? 

• JUST LIKE THE OPEN WEB 

• URLS ARE RANDOM STRINGS 

• .ONION REPLACES .COM 

• WEBSITES = “HIDDEN SERVICES” 

• READ, DISCUSS, BUY, SELL AND 

TRADE ALMOST ANYTHING 

• YOU CAN’T “GOOGLE” IT (YET) 



THE DARK WEB:  
WHERE IS IT? 

IF YOU USE TOR, YOU ARE THE DARK WEB 



THE DARK WEB:  
HOW BAD IS IT? 



THE DARK WEB:  
THE SUSPECTS 



THE DARK WEB:  
LAW ENFORCEMENT’S RESPONSE TO 

CHILD EXPLOITATION 



LAW ENFORCEMENT SUCCESSES 

• DRAMATIC INCREASE IN THE NUMBER 
OF CHILDREN RESCUED  

• COOPERATION AND COORDINATION: 
(FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL, 
INTERNATIONAL, PRIVATE INDUSTRY 
AND NON-PROFIT) 

• CHANGE IN MINDSET: PROACTIVE VS 
REACTIVE 

• FASTER LEARNING 



QUESTIONS? 

SA GREG SQUIRE  
GREGORY.SQUIRE@DHS.GOV 

SA PETE MANNING  
PETER.MANNING@DHS.GOV 

HSI PHOENIX CONTACT: 

ASAC ERIC MCLOUGHLIN/ASAC JUAN ESTRDA 

ERIC.MCLOUGHLIN@ICE.DHS.GOV 

JUAN.ESTRADA@ICE.DHS.GOV 

 

 



Thorn: Digital Defenders  



OUR MISSION 

THORN DRIVES 
TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION 
TO FIGHT CHILD SEXUAL 
EXPLOITATION. 





SPOTLIGHT 

Spotlight takes the massive amounts of data available 
online and turns it into an asset for law enforcement. 



SPOTLIGHT 

 

 

 

1,865 users 

482 agencies 

319 cities 

49 states (including Washington DC) 
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SPOTLIGHT 

#1 Human Trafficking Investigations Tool 
in the U.S. 

 

860+ cases 

300+ victims identified  

(including 45 minors)  

63 traffickers identified 
 

 

Stats come from user survey conducted in October 2015, with an 8% response rate. 
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SPOTLIGHT 



MAJOR ACTIVITIES & PARTNERSHIPS THIS YEAR 

• Re-launched www.htspotlight.com for easier sign up process for users 

• Strong training partnership with Fox Valley Technical College and ICAC 

• Future expansion into Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email spotlight@wearethorn.org to sign up! 

(Law enforcement only) 
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• Expanded analytics including network analysis 

• Additional data sources (new open web sources, public records, etc.) 

• Exploring further photo analysis/facial recognition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: FUTURE ENHANCEMENTS 









THANK YOU 



ARIZONA INTERDICTION FOR THE 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN 

PROGRAM  
PRESENTED BY CAPTAIN JENNIFER PINNOW, ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 



INTERDICTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF 

CHILDREN 

 Developed by Texas DPS 

 Conducted four IPC trainings in Arizona since July 2014 

 Did a Train-the-Trainer class in September 2015 

 Six instructors certified by Texas DPS to teach IPC – DPS, 

DCS and Childhelp 

 First class in December 2015 

 626 law enforcement, DCS, probation, prosecutors and 

child advocacy people in Arizona trained in IPC  



2015 IPC TROOPER CHILD RESCUES 

 Rescued 28 children during traffic 

stops 

 18 children were reported runaway 

or missing 

 Four children had been abducted 

 Four possible child human 

trafficking victims were identified 

 Four arrests were made related to 

a child abuse/endangerment 

charge 

 12 high risk threats to children 

were identified 

 

Rescued Child – Any child a trooper 

takes physical custody of or directly 

intervenes and influences the 

possession of, who has been identified 

as at risk of victimization, a known child 

victim, or missing. 

 

  A child is any person under the age of 

18 

 

  Victimization includes sexual assault, 

abduction, exploitation, trafficking, 

abuse or neglect 

 

  At risk of victimization – When a 

trooper intervened before any 

victimization occurred and can articulate 

the risk of harm or victimization was 

present 



OPERATIONS Crimes Against Children 
Operations:  Increase troopers’ 
and the public’s awareness of the 
Arizona Department of Public 
Safety’s initiative to proactively 
protect children during routine 
traffic contacts 

 Two, multi-state, three day 
operations 

 6,027 Contacts/Stops 

 One child rescue 

 Two arrests/charges related to a 
Crime Against a Child 

 Two reports to Department of 
Child Safety 

 23 Registered Sex Offenders 
contacted 

 310 Children under the age of 
16 contacted 

 66 Children ages 16 & 17 
contacted 

 57 Children under 18 checked 
through ACIC/NCIC 

 

Human Trafficking Truck 
Stop Details:  Identify 
endangered children and human 
trafficking victims that may 
frequent truck stops and 
surrounding areas 

 Two, Phoenix-area truck stop 
details in 2015 

 Utilized undercover 
commercial vehicle and 
undercover officers 

 Located an adult male with 
three missing juveniles in a 
known sex trafficking area 
late at night 

 Five adult human trafficking 
victims were contacted and 
offered assistance 

 

 

 

 

 



2016 GOALS 
Provide IPC training to troopers and other law 
enforcement, probation, Department of Child  
Safety and prosecutors in Arizona 

• Conduct at least four IPC classes in Arizona 

• Add an IPC module to the DPS Field Training program 

• Train at least two additional IPC instructors 

• Obtain grant funding for instructors’ and students’ travel costs 

 

Increase the number of child rescues  

• Participate in two Crimes Against Children Operations 

• Coordinate and conduct two Human Trafficking Truck Stop Details, at 
least one of which will be statewide 

• Obtain grant funding for overtime costs associated with operations, 
details and investigations 

 

Increase troopers’ reporting of child rescues and 
high risk threats to children 

• Write a DPS policy on child contacts and reporting 

  

 



OFFICE:  602-223-2739     

EMAIL:   JPINNOW@AZDPS.GOV 
CAPTAIN JENNIFER PINNOW,  ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

ARIZONA INTERDICTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN COORDINATOR 


